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¥ 7FO°'OTSTEPS would like extend a special thank you to
~several-people whose help was invaluable in organizing and
leveloping this issue: Fiona Dunne (of The Africa-America
Tastitute in New York), Rebecca Hankins (certified archivist/
librarian ar the Amistad Research Center at Tulane University
in New Orleans, Louisiana), J. Lorand Matory (author and
professor of anthropology and of Afro-American Studies at
Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts), and
Philippe Wamba (author and editor in chief of Africana.com).

ABOUT THE FRONT COVER: In 1914, Edmund Ashley
took this photo of the Savoia arriving in port at New
Bedford, Massachusetts. Aboard were arriving immigrarits
from the Cape Verde Istands. The inset shows a close-up of
several passengers. Look closely at their expressions and con-
sider the many thoughts and questions racing through their
minds. {Photo courtesy of the Old Dartmouth Historical
Society-New Bedford Whaling Museum.)

ABOUT THE BACK COVER: Always in the minds of immi-
grants are familiar scenes of their homeland, both of the peo-
ple they knew and of the land itself. Pictured here is a water-
fall on Obudu ranch in northeast Nigeria. (Photo courtesy of
the Nigerian Information Service/Embassy of Nigeria [from
“Destination Nigeria,” published by Ramat Publishing, Inc.,
Tarrytown, New York])
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Picture Credits: Old Dartmouth Historical Society-New Bedford Whaling Museum:
3; North Wind Picture Archives: 4-5; Nana Agyei-Yeboah, General Secretary of the
Asante Association of New England: 7, 9; Vera M. and Ethel J. Manigault: 10
(grasses and photo), 11 (grasses and photo); courtesy of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service {INS): 14, 15 (both), 16 (both); Leslie Anderson Morales:
17; Lawrence Cerri: 21; courtesy of Faces of America/Facts On File, Inc.: 22, 23;
MAGNUM PHOTOS /photo by Paul Fusco: 27; MAGNUM PHOTOS/photo by Bruno
Barbey: 28; courtesy of The Africa-America Institute: 29, 35, 46, 47; courtesy of
the Atlanta Hawks/photo by Noren Trotman: 31; courtesy of Bunmi Fatoye-
Matory: 32; courtesy of the Nigerian Information Service/Embassy of Nigeria
(from “Destination Nigeria,” publfished by Ramat Publishing, Inc., Tarrytown, New
York): 32 (both), 33, 34, 44, 45; courtesy of WORLD LEARNING: 36; Philippe
Wamba: 37, 39 (beth), 42; courtesy of the Embassy of the United Republic of
Tanzania: 40 (inset), 40-41; Marie fensen: 49 (top, bottom); Christal Gittens:
49 (middle). Cobblestone has made every effort to trace the copyrights of

these images.
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by J. LORAND MATORY

ates

frican-born residents of the United States are exceptional in

many ways. On average, they are the wealthiest and most highly

educated of all the groups who move to the United States.

Among the emigrants from all
continents, those from Africa
come in the smallest numbers—
officially only 15,000 per year.
Although most of them are
black, some 40 percent of for-
eign-born United States resi-
dents from Africa are white.
Flight from political turmoil in
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe and South
Africa appears to account signif-
icantly for these figures. Another
10 percent are “Asian”—that is,
their recent ancestors had them-
selves immigrated to Africa from
countries such as India. The
“Asian,” white, and black sub-

groups from Africa all have
average incomes that are well

above the Unirted States national
average.

Cape Verdeans make up the
oldest community of voluntary
African immigrants to the United
States. The population of the
Cape Verde Islands is descended
from Portuguese, Spanish, and
Iralian settlers (particularly from
the city of Genoa), as well as from
members of at least 27 different
West African ethnic groups who
were forcibly taken to work the
land in this Portuguese colony.

These free Cape Verdean immi-
grants in various shades of black
and brown were quite unaccus-
tomed to American racism. Their
close relationship with Portugal




had led Cape Verdean Ameri-
cans to expect to live alongside
and participate in the same
social and religious organiza-
tions as immigrants from
Portugal and its Atlantic 1sland
possessions. However, like the
hghtest-skinned Louisiana
Creoles after the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803 and light-
skinned Puerto Rican migrants
to the United States, the lighter-
skinned Portuguese immigrants
were afraid that associating
with their darker-skinned com-
patriots would allow white
American racists to discriminate
against them as well. So, Cape
Verdeans found themselves
segregated out of “Portuguese”
parishes, social clubs, and
neighborhoods in the United
States. This betrayal led many
Cape Verdeans to re-think their
racial idenuty. By the 1960s,
social programs meant to pro-

tect blacks from discrimination Africa gained independence in Nana Yaw Oppong
and to combat the resulting the 1970s, many Cape Verdcan Kyekyeku (che che
poverty created additional Americans began to think of koo) is the Asante
reasons for Cape Verdeans to themselves as *African.” chief of Quebec,
identfy with black Americans. Emigration from other parts Canada,

Then, as Portugal’s colonies in of Africa was spearheaded by




students. There had long been a come from Africa’s British

trickle of Africans entering colonies (such as Nigeria, Gold
American universities, but in Coast [now Ghana], and Kenya).
the late 1950s, the number For the most part, they attended
increased dramatically. By 1991, predominantly black colleges and
there were officially 24,000 universities in the United States.
African students in United States As colonized people, they had
colleges, representing seven percent  experienced the highhanded atti-
of the foreign students enrolled tude of their colonial overlords.
nationally. Once in the United States, and liv-
Before the 1960s, most had ing alongside black Americans,
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they suffered racial
slurs in segregated
America. Thus,
they shared com-
mon ground and,
sometimes, deep
emotional ties
with African
Americans.

The next wave
of immigrants.
after the mid-
1960s, included
scholars. profes-
sionals, and skilled
workers trained in
Africa. Yet, many
faced the question
of whether they actually would
enjoy a higher standard of living
here than in their home countries.
Perhaps more than most immi-
grants to the United States, they
are obliged to accept jobs beneath
their level of qualification, such as
driving taxis. Furthermore, even if
they do earn more money than
they would at home, they often
suffer from the absence of a com-
munity in which their earnings
translate into leadership and
respect.

Several African-origin ethnic
groups in the United States have
started organizations that cele-
brate their specific, maternal
African cultures and foster ethnic,
rather than pan-African or black
racial, unity. For example, the
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Asanteman Association of the
New England States crowns one
of several democratically elected,
regional kings of the Ghanaian
Asante ethnic group in North
America. Among Nigerian-origin
Igbo immigrants in the United
States, the Philadelphia-based
Ngwa Family Association—
Delaware Valley was launched in
1993 with a “cultural festival.”
Igbo weddings in the Boston area
often feature sacred masquerades.
And, at most of these events
among African immigrants, the
celebrants and guests wear the
traditional formal attire of their
home countries and cultures. *%m

J. Lorand Matory is professor of
anthropology and of Afro-American studies
at Harvard University.

Nana Yaw Owusu
Achiaw rides in a
palanquin after
being sworn in as
the chief of
Asantes in Greater
Houston, Texas.
Among his chief
duties is upholding
the dignity of black
people and sharing
the rich Asante cul-
ture with people of

African descent.

Pan-African refers
to the unity of all the
countries of Africa
and, sometimes, of all
the peoples of African
descent in the world.



